
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2015 AC Elementary Newsletter  
Holiday Programs 

 
 

 
The following Annville Elementary 
groups have upcoming programs in 
December.  
 
Annville Elementary Chorus and 
6th Grade Band - Elementary and 
Middle School Christmas Concert:  
Thursday, December 10, 2015 - 7:00 
PM @ High School Auditorium. Our 
students look forward to sharing their 
musical talents and presenting 
enjoyable seasonal programs to our 
school community. 
 
 Holiday programs are scheduled as 
follows for Annville Elementary:  
 
Grade 3:  Friday, December 18, 2015 
- 9:30 AM @ Annville Elementary 
Grade 4:  Friday, December 18, 2015 
- 1:45 PM @ Annville Elementary 
 
 
 

         Building Programs       Future Programs 

 
 

Upcoming Vacation Days 
  
Christmas Holiday Break - School will not be in session from Wednesday, 
December 23rd through Sunday, January 3rd.  School will resume on Monday, 
January 4th.  We hope you enjoy the holiday season with your children! 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 1-2 will not have music 
programs in December.  They will 
have programs in March. 
 
 The dates and times for these 
programs are below.  Please plan on 
joining us for these music programs. 
 
1st Grade – Friday, March 18th at 
9:15 AM 
 
2nd Grade –Friday, March 18th at 
10:15 AM 

 
 

                 

  

     

 
 

 
WE WISH YOU & 
YOUR FAMILY A 
HAPPY HOLIDAY 
SEASON AND A 
JOYOUS NEW 

YEAR! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

those 
BoxTops for 
Education, 
too! 

 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Picture Retake Day - Picture retake day is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8th.  
Annville Elementary will have retakes at 9:15 AM and Cleona Elementary will have 
them at 1:00 PM.  Please call the school office if you have questions. 
 
Safety Drills - During the month of December, the Annville-Cleona Elementary Schools 
will be practicing updated safety and security drills.  These drills help staff and students 
to know what to do in case of an emergency.   
 
PTO Meeting - PTO Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. 
Meetings alternate between Annville and Cleona Elementary schools. Join us on 
December 3rd at Cleona Elementary.   Email questions at annvillepto@gmail.com or 
follow us on FB Annville PTO.  
 
PSSA Dates - Students in grades 3-6 will be administered the PSSA during the following 
window of time.  Please try to avoid planning family trips from April 11th - May 6th.  This 
time frame includes testing and make-ups.  Specific testing dates will follow after the 
New Year.  Here is a breakdown of the testing… 
Grades 3-6 (English Language Arts and Math) 
Grade 4 (Science) 
Grade 5 (Writing)  

 
PARENT ENVOLVEMENT 

Fact Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency - Fact fluency and oral reading fluency are basic skills 
that all students need in order to be successful throughout their education in reading and 
mathematics.  Here’s how you can help… 
1.  Fact Fluency - (Sandwich activity) Make or purchase a set of flash cards.  Benchmark your 
child by having them answer each flash card within the deck of a particular operation.  Set aside 
facts that cannot be answered within 3 seconds.  Start the process over, however this time place 
one fact from the pile your child could not answer, back into the deck, sandwiched between facts 
he or she already knows.  As your child masters the incorrect problem, along with the others they 
already know, reinforce their success!  Add an additional problem from the incorrect deck as your 
child improves.  Eventually, they will have the whole deck mastered.  
2.  Oral Reading Fluency - (Repeated readings) Although this may seem silly and monotonous, 
repeatedly reading the same piece of literature that is on your child’s reading level can increase 
their fluency and therefore allow them to concentrate on understanding the text.  In order to 
increase their interest, have them retell the story or paragraph to you but use their imagination to 
change the ending.  (Record and replay) Another strategy is to have your child record their voice 
reading a selection and then replay to listen for errors in words or punctuation.  Each time your 
child should attempt to read with greater fluency than the time before.  Always retell, as the 
ultimate goal is to read fluently and also comprehend what is read.    

 
Kindergarten Registration for 2016-2017 
If you have a child who will be five (5) before September 1, 2016, the child will be 
eligible to participate in our kindergarten program next year.  To begin the registration 
process, please contact the Cleona Elementary School at 867-7640 to give us your 
incoming kindergarten child’s name.  
 



A parent meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:30 PM at the Cleona 
Elementary School.  (Wednesday, February 24th will be the snow date if there is bad 
weather on Tuesday, February 23rd.)  Important information will be distributed to parents 
at the meeting. Registration for kindergarten will be held on March 21st and 22nd at 
Cleona Elementary School 

REVIEW OF PROCEDURES 
 
Bus Stops - Please remember that our district buses are operated on a very tight schedule.  
Drivers are not able to wait at bus stops until a parent/guardian arrives to meet their child.  
Be sure to have alternative plans in place with a neighbor, friend, or older siblings in the 
event that you are delayed in meeting your child at their bus stop.  Your cooperation in 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 
Student Possessions on the bus and at school - Please review with your children the 
types of items that should not be taken to school.  Expensive items, distracting items, and 
anything that could be described as a weapon are inappropriate for school.  Reviewing 
these policies may prevent problems from occurring.  It is especially critical to review the 
Weapons Policy included in the student handbook.  According to state regulations, 
students are not allowed to have anything in their ears while riding the bus.  This includes 
CD players, iPods, or any other headphones.  Cell phones may be taken on the bus but 
must be turned off.  This regulation is in place by the state for all students’ safety.  If a 
bus driver needs to give directions, a student with headphones would not be able to hear.   
 
Inclement Weather - As winter approaches and the threat of adverse weather conditions 
increases, parents should be aware of possible delayed starts, early dismissals, and cancellations 
of school days.  The district utilizes the School Messenger calling system to alert parents 
about weather delays, cancellations, and early dismissals.  Please have your arrangements 
made prior to any delayed start or early dismissal. 
Information regarding the status of the Annville-Cleona School District during periods of 
inclement weather, snowy/icy road conditions, and extreme weather conditions will also be 
available on the following Radio/TV stations:  
 
CW15, WHP TV-CBS 21, WHTM TV-CH 27, WGAL TV-CH 8, WPMT Fox- 43,  
WLBR (1270 AM), WQIC (100.1FM), WLAN (97 FM and 1390 AM), WINK 104, HOT 93.5, 
The X (105.7), Z-Country (106.7), WRVV (97.3 FM), KISS (99.3 FM), BOB (954.9 FM), WHP 
(580 AM), WJTL (90.3 FM) 
You can find more information about inclement weather in the student handbook.  (The handbook 
can be found on the elementary website - www.acschools.org.  Click on About Us. ) 
 

 
Modified Kindergarten - A modified kindergarten schedule is used for shortened 

school days caused by two-hour severe weather delays.  The modified schedule is 
as follows: 

          AM Kindergarten Session   10:50 AM - 12:35 PM 
            PM Kindergarten Session      1:30 PM -   3:15 PM 

 
Snow Delay/Early Dismissal - On days of delayed starts due to weather, all before 
school activities will be canceled.  On early dismissal days, all after school activities are 
canceled.  This includes the After School Tutoring Program and Intramurals. 



 
Moving Out of the District - If you will be moving out of the district over the holidays, 
please notify the building office where your child attends school.  This will help to ease 
the process of transferring your child’s records. 

Excuse Slips - Parents are reminded that excuse slips for student absences have been 
provided for your convenience at the beginning of the school year.  Using this 
standardized excuse form helps with the necessary bookkeeping in the building offices.  
If you need more, please contact the building office where your child attends 
school. 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

Lost and Found - Please remind your children to check this area periodically.  
 
Clothing on loan - If your child comes home in clothing provided by the nurse, please 
wash and return to school as soon as possible.  They have a limited amount of clothing 
for accidents!  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
 

SUCCESS! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER! - The first marking period has recently 
ended.  We would like to congratulate those students who achieved perfect attendance 
and outstanding progress reports. We would also like to thank all of the parents who 
dedicated their time to participate in parent-teacher conferences.  Annville-Cleona 
Elementary Schools again had very good participation in parent teacher conferences!  
Parents of the students who did not attend their scheduled conferences received phone 
calls or letters regarding their students' progress as the staff is committed to reaching 
100% of our families.  Your continued support of the school program is essential to your 
children! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ARTICLE ON TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS-It's hard 
to shield kids from the terrible and tragic news of the Paris attacks. Between TV and 
social media, they are likely to come across some aspect of the events. Here are some 
suggestions for talking to your kids about what they are seeing in the news. 



Explaining the News to Our Kids 

Caroline Knorr 

Kids get their news from many sources -- and they're not always correct.  
How to talk about the news -- and listen, too. 
 
Shootings, terrorist attacks, natural disasters, end-of-the-world predictions -- even local 
news reports of missing kids and area shootings -- all of this can be upsetting news even 
for adults, much less kids. In our 24/7 news world, it's become nearly impossible to 
shield kids from distressing current events. 
Today, kids get news from everywhere. This constant stream of information shows up in 
sharable videos, posts, blogs, feeds, and alerts. And since much of this content comes 
from sites that are designed for adult audiences, what your kids see, hear, or read might 
not always be age appropriate. Making things even more challenging is the fact that many 
kids are getting this information directly on their phones and laptops. Often parents aren't 
around to immediately help their children make sense of horrendous situations. 
The bottom line is that young kids simply don't have the ability to understand news 
events in context, much less know whether or not a source of information is credible. 
And while older teens are better able to understand current events, even they face 
challenges when it comes to sifting fact from opinion -- or misinformation. 
No matter how old your kid is, threatening or upsetting news can affect them 
emotionally. Many can feel worried, frightened, angry -- even guilty. And these anxious 
feelings can last long after the news event is over. So what can you do as a parent to help 
your kids deal with all of this information? 
Tips for all kids 
Reassure your children that they're safe. Tell your kids that even though a story is 
getting a lot of attention, it was just one event and was most likely a very rare occurrence. 
And remember that your kids will look to the way you handle your reactions to determine 
their own approach. If you stay calm and considered, they will, too. 
Tips for kids under 7 
Keep the news away. Turn off the TV and radio news at the top of the hour and half 
hour. Read the newspaper out of range of young eyes that can be frightened by the 
pictures. Preschool children don't need to see or hear about something that will only scare 
them silly, especially because they can easily confuse facts with fantasies or fears. 
At this age, kids are most concerned with your safety and separation from you. They'll 
also respond strongly to pictures of other young children in jeopardy. Try not to minimize 
or discount their concerns and fears, but reassure them by explaining all the protective 
measures that exist to keep them safe. If you're flying somewhere with them, explain that 
extra security is a good thing. 
Tips for kids 8-12 
Carefully consider your child's maturity and temperament. Many kids can handle a 
discussion of threatening events, but if your children tend toward the sensitive side, be 
sure to keep them away from the TV news; repetitive images and stories can make 
dangers appear greater, more prevalent, and closer to home. 
At this age, many kids will see the morality of events in stark black-and-white terms and 
are in the process of developing their moral beliefs. You may have to explain the basics 



of prejudice, bias, and civil and religious strife. But be careful about making 
generalizations, since kids will take what you say to the bank. This is a good time to ask 
them what they know, since they'll probably have gotten their information from friends, 
and you may have to correct facts. 
You might explain that even news programs compete for viewers, which sometimes 
affects content decisions. If you let your kids use the Internet, go online with them. Some 
of the pictures posted are simply grisly. Monitor where your kids are going, and set your 
URLs to open to non-news-based portals. 
Tips for teens 
Check in. Since, in many instances, teens will have absorbed the news independently of 
you, talking with them can offer great insights into their developing politics and their 
senses of justice and morality. It will also give you the opportunity to throw your own 
insights into the mix (just don't dismiss theirs, since that will shut down the conversation 
immediately). 
Many teens will feel passionately about events and may even personalize them if 
someone they know has been directly affected. They'll also probably be aware that their 
own lives could be impacted by terrorist tactics. Try to address their concerns without 
dismissing or minimizing them. If you disagree with media portrayals, explain why so 
that your teens can separate the mediums through which they absorb news from the 
messages conveyed. 
 
Knorr, Caroline; Citing Source: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-
the-news-to-our-kids?utm_source=November+2015+-
+Paris+Attacks&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly 
 
 


